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it was, sea power would be able to act only slowly, whereas any
land success would have 16 effect at once.

The weakness of the Anglo-French combination was that it gave
hostages to land power. France was part of the Continent, and even
England tended to become so strategically because of the plane.
Consequently, as far as France was concerned and to a considerable
extent as regarding England also, their joint war plan stood or fell
with their ability to hold fast on land. Should Liddell Hart, widely
publicized as England's "greatest military expert," prove mistaken
as to their ability to do so, then the result would be total disaster for
Fiance and the threat of it for England.

Had not the English and French governments and High Com-
mands fully believed in their defensive theory of land warfare, their
conduct during the opening phase of the present war would have
been very different. Should Germany not concentrate most of her
force against Poland, the numerical inferiority of the Western Pow-
ers must in any case have compelled them to take up a defensive
attitude. But unless they had believed that defensive lines would
remain formidable as in 1914-18, the English would have feverishly
pushed the training and equipment of tbjgfr mass army. Both
French and English would have hastily multiplied antitank and
antiaircraft guns for defense, and planes and tanks for counter-
attack. Towns and centers of communication behind the front in
France would have been strongly fortified with all-around defenses,
in order to impede the Germans should they break through.

None of these things were done. The organization and still more
the equipment of the English mass army went forward in leisurely
fashion without, as far as we know, any protest from the French.

Thus the English and French began their war with an unfavor-
able political situation and a war plan which promised little.

The German plan differed from that of the Western Allies in
everything except the intention to win without the ruinous losses
of 1914-18. Whereas in the doubtful state of France the chief Allied
assets were sea power and the Maginot Lone, Germany's asset was
tie Prussian tradition of her army.

She had indeed set up a separate air force, ti4 I^fa/vijfe W t"hfc
and her navy were combined with the axmy under a single highest
d known as that of the Wehrmockt, that is, the "aimed